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champion of Indian liberty. He was the first soldier in
our war of liberation. t
In his speech, Gandhi shook the caste machine to its
foundations. Untouchability, he said, was another hind-
rance to the attainment of freedom. It was essentially
a Hindu question and Hindus could not claim or take
freedom till they had restored the liberty of the sup-
pressed classes.
"Our helotry," he said, "is a just retribution for our
having erected an untouchable class."
Hitherto, religion was never dragged into the politi-
cal arena. Priests had enjoyed an immunity from criti-
cism, comment and attack. But Gandhi did not spare
the Brahmin priests.
He said, "The priests tell us that untouchability is a
divine appointment. I am certain the priests are wrong.
It is blasphemy to say that God set apart any portion
of humanity as untouchable."
Untouchability arose in India because of the work
done by these people, once as individuals and later as
a class. These were the people who cleaned the privies
in the days when sanitation was still in its most primi-
tive stage. Society regarded these men as unclean and
contact with them as polluting. The caste Hindu who
bathed after contact with the untouchable believed he
was purifying himself and cleansing his polluted self.
Gandhi said, however, that the purification required
was not of the untouchable but of the so-called superior
castes. 'There is no vice that is special to the untouch-
ables, not even dirt and insanitation. It is our arro-
gance which blinds us 'superior* Hindus to our own
blemishes and which magnifies those of our own down-
trodden brethren whom we have suppressed and whom
we keep under suppression.